The abstract of President Marek Wozniak’s speech 
at a Conference on the future of cohesion policy, 2009.11.04
The administration reform, initiated 10 years ago by the government of the Polish prime minister Jerzy Buzek, currently the President of the European Parliament, led to the creation of 16 new administrative regions (voivodships) in Poland. This important step was aimed mainly at the preparation of Polish regions for introducing structural funds and joining our country into the process of implementation of the European cohesion policy. Polish regions gained independence and – many years after top-down management – were converted into subjects, capable of leading their own regional policy. The EU policy after 2013 should guarantee continuity, stability and autonomy of regions as EU actors. If, in the context of the European Comission’s last budget proposals, the cohesion policy will be marginalized, we may then ask ourselves: “what does Poland need its regions for?”
Do we lead honest discussion on the cohesion policy in Europe? Are we convinced that  indicators of the effectiveness of the cohesion policy are correct? Surely there is the need for the more extensive set of tools for the evaluation of the level of regions’ development and the effectiveness of the Union’s cohesion policy.

Europe still faces new challenges, struggles with global crisis and climatic changes. Do these new changes demand revolutionary changes in regional EU policy? Do we need to reject the already developed and proven solutions? The cohesion policy plays its role well, supporting the regional development. Thanks to the cohesion policy, the crisis in Poland is gentle. Cohesion policy creates regions’ competitiveness and innovation, but mainly – gives them the opportunity to make most of their development potentials. Let us not forget, that the significant mobilization of public and private sectors in Poland is mainly due to the drilling the cohesion policy. The implementation of the structural funds leads to the competitiveness between beneficiaries. This specific competitiveness creates tangible ideas. Even if not all the new ideas can be financed within the regional operational programmes, they are often later financed with other means. These are the ideas for good projects, well worth to be realized, not to be left forgotten.
The cohesion policy brings measurable benefits not only to the poorest regions. The wealthy regions also gain, because, thanks to the cooperation and the knowledge transfer, the competitiveness of the whole European Union on the global market rises noticeably.

We are afraid of the implementation of the sectorial policies, with the simultaneous diminishing role of the cohesion policy, proposed by the European Commission. This idea brings to us the association with the times, when in Poland the policy of top-down management and centrally steered economy ruled with absolute power. The policy of ignoring the specific needs of the individual regions. Today they are those, which being so close to the citizens and their problems, must be treated as rightful subjects in the discussion on the shape of the future UE budget. Namely, the discussion should be led on each level of management: the Union, national as well as regional one. I hope that the cohesion policy after 2014 will be reformed, but not marginalized.
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